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Community Health Status 
Indicators Project (CHSI)

Goal: To develop a resource for 
monitoring and analyzing community 
health status at the county level.



  

Community Health Status 
Indicators Project

• County-level profiles to 
monitor & address community 
health

• Easy to understand reports for all 
3000+ U.S. counties

• Conveys a breadth of community 
and public health issues

• HP 2010 objectives

• Peer counties



  

CHSI Background
• Pilot started by HRSA, partners in 1998

• Paper and web-based PDF files for all 
3082 US counties

• 20,000 monthly visits to website

• Website d/c in 2000; reports on CD ROM

• CHSI II partnership formed in 2004



  

CHSI II Partnership

• CDC – NCCD, NCHS
• ATSDR
• HRSA
• National Library of Medicine
• Public Health Foundation
• Johns Hopkins University
• Brookings Institute
• NACCHO, ASTHO, others



  

CHSI IIII

• Document history of partnerships, 
challenges, feedback 

• Update existing indicators, add a few new 
ones

• Re-debut September 2007 in Preventing 
Chronic Diseases (CDC e-journal)

• Lay groundwork for CHSI III, sustainability



  

Current Domains

•  Health

•  Medical

•  Behavioral

•  HRQOL, SRH

•  Environment

•  Employment

•  Education

•  Housing

•  Economic



  



  



  



  



  



  



  

CommunityHealth.gov
DRAFT CHSI II Website



  

New Features of CHSI II 

• GIS component
• Searchable database
• New partners
• Resources to build capacity for action
• Expanding focus on conditions for health 

(social determinants)



  

Opportunities
• Encourage collecting and monitoring of county-level 

data 

• Contribute to the development of small area 
estimation methods 

• Increase our understanding of health and conditions 
for health as experienced by communities 

• Bring emphasis to the need to address conditions for 
health in order to eliminate health disparities



  

Sustainability

Creating new ways to live and prosper 
while ensuring 

an equitable, healthy future 
for all people and the planet.

                                          The Natural Step, 2003



  

Sustaining CHSI

• Resources

• Reframing to include new partners 
in the public health endeavor

• Relevance

• Research



  

Institutionalizing CHSI

•  Secure commitment to the 
concept as well as the product

•  Secure financial, human, 
technical, and intellectual 
resources across multiple 
agencies

•  Incorporate CHSI into 
research, program, and policy 

activities

•  Develop new public and 
private partnerships



  

Public Health 
is what we, as a society, do collectively to 

assure the conditions in which 
people can be healthy. 

Institute of Medicine 1988, 2003



  

Social Determinants of Health

are life enhancing resources, such as food 
supply, economic and social relationships, 
transportation, education, and health care, 
whose distribution across populations 
effectively determines length and 
quality of life.

Sherman James, PhD
UNC Minority Health Conference
March 1, 2002



  

Healthy People 2010

“…recognizes that communities, States, and 
national organizations will need to take a 
multidisciplinary approach to achieving health 
equity – an approach that involves improving 
health, education, housing, labor, justice, 
transportation, agriculture, and the 
environment, as well as data collection itself.”

Healthy People 2010, p. 16



  

Opportunity
Poverty
High school graduation
Median income
Education level of parent
Home ownership
Housing tenure

Place

Air quality
Environmental toxins
(Grocery stores, 
     transportation, etc.)

People

Demographics
Morbidity & mortality
Behavioral risk factors

Community 
Health

Key Determinants of Community Health
DRAFT



  

Diabetes and Chronic 
Disease

One important part of a sustainable 
world is the flourishing of food 
systems, urban design, and public 
health infrastructure that helps society 
prevent and treat chronic diseases — 
such as type 2 diabetes.

CDC and Sustainability Institute
Diabetes Project



  

Type 2 diabetes is projected 

to affect one out of three 

Americans born in 2003. 



  



  

What gets counted, counts.


